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agree with them) that if they killed a swallow their cattle
would not thrive. They even build nests for the swallows
(Max Buch, Die Wotyaken> p. 165). Evidence to the same
effect might be given in handfuls ; I will content myself
with mentioning that the same belief in the luckiness of a
swallow building its nest under the roof is held by Chinese,
Japanese, and the Minahassa of Celebes (J. Doolittle, Social
Life of the Chinese, ed. Paxton Hood, p. 572 ; H. C. St. John,
Wild Coasts of Nipon, p. 117 ; Tijdschrift voor Nederlandsch
Indie, iv. July 1870, p. 11).
The famous " swallow-song n, which in ancient Rhodes
children sang from door to door, seems certainly to have been
meant to welcome the heralds of the spring and invite them
to take up their abode in the house. The children sang
(Athenaeus, viii. 60, p. 360) :
" He has come, he has come, the swallow !
Happy seasons bringing,
A nd happy years /
Open, open the door to the swallow / "
A similar custom is still observed in Greece. On the first
of March children go through the streets singing a spring
carol and carrying a wooden swallow, which they keep
turning constantly on a cylinder (Grimm, Deutsche Mytho-
logie* ii. p. 636).
But it may be asked : If the ancients were so glad to see
the swallow and so eager to welcome him to their homes, why
did Pythagoras forbid him the house ?x
It will not do to say that Pythagoras was a philosopher
who set his face against popular superstitions. On the con-
trary, the wise saws called " the symbols of Pythagoras " are
nothing but superstitious rules of conduct such as are still
quite familiar to Highland servants in Scotland, Ojebway
Indians, and people of that sort.2 May we then suppose
that in regard to swallows Pythagoras for once deviated
into sense ? I fear not. In popular fancy the swallow
has its dark as well as its bright side, and if Pythagoras
1 Porphyry, De vita Pythagoras, 42;      Quaestiones  Conviviales^ viii.   7.   i;
Jamblichus,   Adhortatio   ad   Philo-     Clemens Alexandr. Strom, v. 5. 27,
sophiam, 21, p. 314, ed. Kiessling;     p. 660, ed. Potter.
Diogenes Laertius, viii. 1.7; Plutarch,         2 See above, pp. 130 sqg.